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asking if he thought America would join in petitioning
the King. It is really too absurd. What has America
to do with it? Madame Patterson Bonaparte, won-
derful to relate, has written to father full of praise of
the dead Emperor.

JULY 18

An extraordinary thing has happened. Father wished
for a document, and applied for it to the Due de Bassano;
the latter has all the copies of the archives of the Emperor.
A document was sent, but not the one applied for; it
was a copy of a Trianon Decree of August 5, 1810. This
decree was entirely withheld from the American Minister.
Had it been known there would not have been any war
between England and America. It bears the same date
of the Berlin and Milan decrees, which were to be revoked
on November 1. Never before have I seen my father
so angry; he absolutely lost control of himself and used
the strongest language. The underhand meanness, the
perfidy, injustice, so low and despicable. It was the
Emperor's wish, evidently, to do all in his power to
crush a young and rising nation. Father went at once
to see the Due de Bassano, but on arriving there he
could hardly say anything, he found the poor old Duke
utterly crushed by the death of the Emperor. He
evidently knew nothing of his mistake, so father did not
undeceive him. He sent a copy of the decree to Mr.
Adams with very strong remarks on the subject.

GALLATIN to J. Q. ADAMS

PABIS, September 15, 1821

SIR,

[First part of letter omitted.]

But the Trianon Decree was intended for the
St. Sebastian, Amsterdam, and other cases of the same
period. It is not a condemnation either in form or in
substance, but it certainly announces the intention to
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